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· Family Decisions
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· 15.2 	 Life’s Uncertainties
· Lesson 15.1
Family Plans
Learning Objectives
LO 1-1 Describe the steps, costs, and planning involved in getting married.
LO 1-2 Discuss important family living decisions.
LO 1-3 Outline the steps needed to plan a successful vacation.
· Marriage and Commitment
· Engagement
· When a couple decides to commit to a life together, they become engaged, or formally pledged to each other. 
· The average engagement period is 12 to 18 months and allows the couple time to prepare for the wedding, make plans for the future, and set joint goals.
· Marriage and Commitment
· Premarital counseling
· Many honest discussions about goals and values should precede the wedding. 
· It’s also important to discuss issues that may affect family life, such as career goals, political and religious  beliefs, roles (such as who pays the bills), hobbies, vacations, and living preferences and habits.
· Marriage and Commitment
· Ceremony plans and costs
· Budget worksheet
· Guest list
· Wedding party
· The wedding party consists of the people who are active participants in the wedding ceremony.
· Paying for the wedding and related expenses
· Type of Wedding
· A formal wedding may be held in the daytime or in the evening, and participants as well as guests wear formal attire.
· A semiformal wedding usually is held during the afternoon or early evening, with less formal wear required of guests.
· An informal wedding may be held outside, in a church, or almost anywhere.
· Type of Wedding
· For a destination wedding, the wedding party and the families of the bride and groom gather at a vacation destination  for the wedding festivities.
· At a civil ceremony, the wedding ceremony is performed by a public official, such as a judge or justice of the peace, rather than a member of the clergy. 
· The Honeymoon
· Immediately following the wedding reception, the newly married couple often takes a honeymoon trip. 
· A couple generally plans the honeymoon together, carefully considering preferences and sharing costs.
· Family Living Decisions
· Family goals
· Family budget
· Dividing responsibilities
· Vacation Planning
· Kind of vacation
· What does your family want most from a vacation?
· Based on vacation goals and the time and money available, identify your alternatives.
· Gather information about each alternative, weigh the pros and cons of each, and make a final decision. 
· A successful vacation depends on selecting the trip that will best satisfy family members, saving for it, and planning it carefully.
· Vacation Planning
· Itineraries
· Start your planning by writing out what will happen, when, at what cost, and how. 
· An itinerary is a detailed schedule of events, times, and places.
· Vacation Planning
· Reservations
· A reservation is an advance commitment to receive a service at a specified later date. 
· A room reservation guarantees that a hotel or motel room will be waiting for you when you arrive. 
· You can make reservations for airlines, buses, trains, boats, car rentals, and special events. 
· You can make reservations and purchase tickets online by going to the websites of specific airlines, hotels, car rental agencies, and attractions. 
· You may choose to make your reservations through a full-service travel site, such as Expedia or Orbitz.
· Vacation Planning
· At-home preparations
· Make arrangements for:
· Newspaper and mail
· Pets, plants, lawn care, and other household duties that cannot wait for your return
· Secure your home by: 
· Putting lights on timers
· Locking windows and doors
· Asking a neighbor to keep an eye on things
· Vacation Planning
· Packing
· Plan your packing so that you have everything you need, but don’t overpack.
· Put medications and breakables in your carry-on baggage in case your checked baggage is lost.
· Prepare for TSA checkpoints.
· Take enough cash to pay the expenses that require cash only. 
· Charge other expenses on a credit card. 
· Take credit cards and ATM card you plan to use.
· Vacation Planning
· Last minute details and at the airport
· Reservation number and boarding pass
· Domestic: Arrive 2 hours ahead of flight time
· International: Arrive 3 hours before flight
· Carry-on bags and checked bags
· Photo ID and airport security
· Meals and snacks
· Overbooked flights
· Often, airlines overbook flights, meaning they sell more reservations than they can fulfill. 
· Frequent-flyer program
· Lesson 15.2
Life’s Uncertainties
Learning Objectives
LO 2-1 Describe the costs and steps involved in a divorce.
LO 2-2 Explain what to do when a major illness or injury interrupts life unexpectedly.
LO 2-3 Discuss preparations for death and life’s final plans.
· Divorce
· A divorce, or dissolution of marriage, is a legal process in which a judge dissolves the bonds of matrimony between two people.
· One partner does not have to prove fault by the other to be granted a no-fault divorce. 
· If one partner wants the marriage to be dissolved, it can be done.
· Steps in Divorce
· One party goes to an attorney, and the attorney prepares the documents and files them with the court. 
· The other party is served with copies of the papers, called Petition for Dissolution of Marriage, and given a short time to appear if there is a disagreement with the proposals set forth in the petition. 
· A court date is set to decide the issues that cannot be settled between the parties.
· When the judge approves the agreement, it is entered as part of the divorce decree, which is a final statement of the dissolution decisions. 
· Cost of Divorce
· Attorneys’ fees, court costs, and filing fees
· Property settlement
· A property settlement agreement is a document specifying the division of assets agreed to by both parties and entered in court for the judge’s approval. 
· Child support
· In most cases, the parent who is not granted custody will be required to pay child support—monthly payments to the custodial parent to help provide food, clothing, and shelter for the children.
· Cost of Divorce
· Alimony
· Spousal support, also called alimony, is money paid by one former spouse to support the other. 
· The money may be paid as one lump sum or monthly payments, usually for a set number of years, until the former spouse can become self-supporting.
· Major Illness or Injury
· Accidents and illnesses happen. 
· Such occurrences will interrupt finances and plans.
· Absence from Work
· Paid accumulated sick leave or personal leave
· Unpaid time off
· Insurance to cover lost wages
· Short-term disability
· Long-term disability
· Extended Care Expenses
· Nursing care and other services
· At home or in a facility
·  An adult foster care facility is a shelter for adults who need care beyond what can be provided at home. 
· Temporary or ongoing
· Extended Care Expenses
· Paying for care
· Private or group health insurance 
· Special kinds of insurance
· Savings and home equity
· Public assistance
· Private and non-profit groups
· Mental Health Services
· Employee assistance plan 
· An employee assistance plan (EAP) is a group benefit that allows employees and their families to seek counseling and other services.
· Often these plans are limited as to the types of services and number of appointments allowed. 
· Mental Health Services
· Outpatient mental health services 
· Outpatient services are more common and less expensive than inpatient programs. 
· Patients needing counseling or other services attend regular meetings and complete self-directed plans.
· Mental Health Services
· Inpatient mental health programs 
· Patients move into residential facilities for 
1-6 months or longer to recover and make new life plans. 
· Fees for these services, which are rarely paid by insurance, may range from a few hundred dollars to tens of thousands of dollars.
· Death: A Final Plan
· Aging and death are part of living. 
· Planning is needed to make the process easier for loved ones left behind. 
· All adults should prepare for death to help ensure their final wishes are carried out.
· Hospice
· Hospice is a nonprofit agency with trained, compassionate people who assist those who are dying and their families. 
· In addition, a hospice provides counseling and grief recovery programs for those who have lost their loved ones.
· Last Expenses
· Expenses include final medical and hospital charges, funeral expenses, casket, and burial. 
· Preparing instructions and making provisions for these costs in advance can spare survivors the emotional decision-making process at a time of vulnerability.
· Funerals
· Funeral costs
· Funeral activities
· Preplanning
· Cremation
· Cremation is a process of reducing a body to ashes in a high-temperature oven. 
· The ashes are placed in an urn. 
· The urn is presented to the family for safekeeping or burial.
· Survivors’ Benefits
· Life insurance benefits 
· Benefits from the Veterans Administration
· Benefits from the Social Security Administration
· Group life insurance, pension and retirement plans

